
1 

 

ñDedicated to 

advancing the art and 

understanding of fine 

woodworking. . . .ò 

 Newsletter  March 2010             P.O. Box 80750, Atlanta, Georgia  30366  

of Georgia

Kelly Mehler, furniture maker, 

teacher and author of woodworking 

books and articles, will be the featured 

presenter at the Woodworkersô Guild 

of Georgiaôs annual Woodworking 

Symposium. The program will begin 

with Kellyôs introductory slide show 

on Friday, March 12, at 6:30 PM, fol-

lowed by his presentation on Saturday 

and Sunday, March 13-14.  The sym-

posium will be held at Woodcraft, 

8560 Holcomb Bridge Rd., Roswell.  

Registration will begin at 8:30  

AM. The sessions will run from 9 AM 

to 5 PM each day, with a half hour 

lunch break.  

Kelly Mehler's professional wood-

working career spans 30 years. He 

opened his commercial furniture mak-

ing shop in 1978 in Berea, KY, a town 

(Continued on page 2) 

Professional Furniture Maker Headlines Symposium  

Kelly Mehler will lead the Guildôs annual symposium March 13-14 

By DIANE NISTLER  

 There was standing room only for 

John Mingôs continued presentation on 
spray finishing.  To get started, John 

briefly touched on safety and spray booth 

design, which he had covered in greater 

detail in his last presentation.  He then 
reviewed some of his spraying tips such as 

using a turntable so you can easily rotate 

the work piece; raising the work piece 

using a paint can to prevent bounce back 
and to deflect overspray to the sides; and 

pre-heating the product to reduce viscosity. 

 Different types of guns and compres-

sors were covered, in addition to turbine 
systems.  John explained the need to filter 

incoming air for contaminants and conden-

sation and described the times you may 

want to use a cheap gun and when not to.  
He almost exclusively sprays conversion 

varnish, as it is more durable and non-

yellowing than lacquer or shellac, which 

can also be tinted.  Finishing techniques 

such as color matching and layering color 
were discussed. 

 He stressed the importance of mak-

ing sample boards to test your products 

before applying to your work piece.  Using 
his own sample boards, he showed exam-

ples of toning, shading, glazing and crackle 

finish, along with a comparison of the re-

sults he achieves with one of his favorite 
products, Amazing Glaze, versus an oil 

based glaze.  Lastly, John revealed what he 

has been up to latelyðexperimenting with 

metal coatingsðfor an added design ele-
ment to his work. 

 Johnôs handout can be downloaded 

and printed from the Message Board on the 

Guild website.  Specific details regarding 
spray booth construction can be found in 

(Continued on page 4) 

Ming Gives Tips On Quality Spray Finishing  

John describes spray finishing 



2 

The Guild Board  

The Newsletter is published 
monthly and is free to all Guild 
members.  If you are interested in 
contributing an article or wish to 
place a want ad, please send it to: 
 Martha Holt, Editor 
 Woodworkersô Guild of  Geor-
gia Newsletter  
     1813 Danforth Drive 
     Marietta, GA  30062 

You may also e-mail articles and 
want ads to  
MarthaSHolt@gmail.com. 
 

The Woodworkersô Guild of Geor-
gia welcomes everyone who is 
interested in fine woodworking to 
join.  Annual membership fee is 
$35, which can be paid at the 
monthly meeting or mailed to: 
 Woodworkersô Guild of  
 Georgia 
 P.O. Box 80750 
 Atlanta, GA  30366 

Charles Mays  
770-512-7981 H 

President 

Tom Risoli  
678-513-0887 H 

Vice President 

Michael Duckworth  
678-388-7210 H 

Treasurer 

Herman Clark  
706-635-5250 H 

Programs 
Main Meetings 

Bill Hargett  
404-233-0479 

Programs 
Pre-Meetings 

Kim Muthersbough  
770-973-0539 H 

Patron  
Sponsors 

 

Diane Nistler  
770-234-9385 H 

Newsletter 
Web Page 

Karl Taylor  
770-403-0848 

Woodworking 
Show 

Gary Demanche  
307-335-7591 H 

Woodworking 
Show 

 

Chuck Romanchuk  
770-592-2604 H 

Symposium 

Robert Greenberg  
770-392-9296 H 

Scholarship 

Jim Wright  
770-973-4692 H 

Member  
at Large 

Presidentôs Notes 

Membership A Great Value  
By CHARLES MAYS  

 Unfortunately, in the last year, Guild membership totals declined.  The 

decline in total membership could be symptomatic of the economy.  I 

talked with a few people who did not renew their memberships and eco-

nomic considerations were cited as a reason.  However, attendance at the 

meetings and Guild functions has been up.  This is encouraging because it 

means participation is up.  This is a good sign because our members are 

staying interested in Guild activities. 

 There was a time in the Guildôs past when we never worried about 

membership.  We went through a period when membership steadily in-

creased each year and we really didnôt make a formal effort to recruit new 

members.  I ask all of our members to encourage their friends with an inter-

est in woodworking to join the Guild.  Invite a friend, acquaintance, or rela-

tive to a Guild meeting.  We encourage people to attend a meeting as guests 

to see if they would like to join. 

 Indeed, word of mouth or member referrals are probably the best way 

of gaining new members.  One of our members, Virgil Horton, has unfail-

ingly brought a guest to our monthly meetings for the past year.  So be like 

Virgil and be an ñambassadorò for the Guild. 

 While I am not overly concerned about increasing membership, as 

long as those that are members are participating in the Guild, our member-

ship dues make it possible to offer the programs and benefits the Guild pro-

vides. 

 Your Guild Board strives to have interesting and knowledgeable 

speakers at our meetings.  We have two mini-symposiums, one in the 

spring and one in the fall, at no charge to the members.  The annual sympo-

sium provides members with the opportunity to learn from some of the 

foremost woodworkers in the country, at a bargain price.  Our scholarship 

program is one of the best offered 

by any woodworking group in the 

state and perhaps in the country. 

 Your annual dues which se-

cure your membership in the Guild 

provide you with the best wood-

working value available. 

 Remember, if you have any 

suggestions or comments about our 

Guild, email me at cmays@charles

-mays.com or call me at home 

(770) 512-7981. 

known for an abundance of local arti-

sans. Kelly's woodworking business 

has been devoted to finely crafted cus-

tom pieces that emphasize the beauty 

of the natural color and grain of hard-

woods. His trademark solid wood 

pieces use strikingly figured and 

(Continued from page 1) matched wood that has been carefully 

air dried and sawed from a single tree.  

Kelly's experience as an instructor 

and his extensive knowledge of joinery 

and shop techniques make his teaching 

useful to participants at all levels of 

woodworking expertise.  

Furniture Maker To Lead Symposium  

 

The winners of the Schol-
arship drawing are:  
 
James Taylor ï Caricature 
Carving 
Jim Milam ï Turning with 
Nick Cook 
William Tilly ï Brian Boggs 
School of Chair Making 
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2010 Woodworking Symposium  
Saturday and Sunday, March 13-14, 2010 

Held at Woodcraft 
8560 Holcomb Bridge Road 

Roswell, GA  30022 
 
 
 

Registration Form  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

 Member Non-member 

Registration Ǐ $100 Ǐ $145* 

   
*Includes one-year Guild membership. Please fill out 
application at Registration Desk at Symposium. 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
State ____________________________________  Zip ___________________ 
 
 
Email __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Register online and pay with PayPal or credit card on our website at:  
www.woodworkersguildofga.org  

 
Or mail the completed form 

and your check to: 
 

2010 Woodworking Symposium  
Woodworkersô Guild of Georgia 

P.O. Box 80750  
Atlanta, GA 30366  
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 We picked up quite a few 

space-saving tips from Jim Milam 

as he took us on a virtual tour of his 

shop.  If you missed the meeting, 

you may never know how Jim got 

all that heavy equipment up to his 

second floor shop.  A lot of thought 

went into the arrangement and 

placement of each piece of equip-

ment.  In most cases, the tools 

needed at a particular machine are 

located within easy reach, making 

his shop time extremely efficient. 

Plan To Attend 
Mini -Symposium  

 ñWoodworking with Routersò 

will be the topic of the mini-

symposium hosted by Peach State 

Lumber Products on Saturday, April 

10 from 8:30 to 12:30 at 4000 Moon 

Station Road in Kennesaw.  Expect an 

outstanding presentation by Jim Staf-

ford and Mark Barr, both accom-

plished woodworkers and seasoned 

instructors in the use of routers.  The 

program will include a mix of basic 

router techniques and advanced skills.  

By KARL TAYLOR  

 Now that another woodworking 

show is behind us, Iôd like to thank all the 
volunteers who worked in the booth, those 

who demonstrated, and those who submit-

ted entries for exhibit in the Guild booth.  

We had a larger booth space this year, but 
no matter what size, our members seem to 

have more than enough work to display.  

 All did a great job representing our 

Guild to the community, which resulted in 
picking up a few new members.  Thanks 

again to those who participated, and wel-

come to our new members.  We look for-

ward to your participation next year. 

Jeff Jewettôs book, Great Wood Finishes.  

For those interested in taking a class, John 
can be contacted through his website at 

www.heirloomwoodcrafting.com. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Milam gives virtual tour of shop 

 
Virtual Tour  

Crowd gathers at the Guildôs booth at the Woodworking Show, where members showed off their work 

Woodworking Show  
Showcases Guild  

Spray Finishing  Got Wood?  

Hey Dude . . .  Get a Truck!  

 


