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“ Dedicated to 
advancing the art and 
understanding of fine 
woodworking. . . .”  

       Newsletter  August 2008                                                    P.O. Box 8006, Atlanta, Georgia  31106-0006 

� � � � � � � ��

         Spencer Boyd is a 
self-taught woodworker 
who learned basic 
woodworking ski l l s 
while growing up in an 
aging camp facility in 
North Carolina.  He now 
works with wood full 
time, and 90 percent of 
his business is custom 
work. 
         Mr. Boyd, the fea-
tured speaker at the Au-
gust meeting of the 
Woodworkers’  Guild of 
Georgia, is one of only 
four people in the United 
States who builds water 
wheels. With photo-
graphs, he will guide us through the 
construction process of a wheel he is 
currently building for Scottish Rite 
Hospital. He will also elaborate on 

Join On-line. 
If you would like to join the Wood-
workers’  Guild of Georgia, the fast-
est and easiest way to do so is on-
line through our website.  You will 
hone your skills much faster by inter-
acting with other woodworkers and 
taking advantage of the many learn-
ing opportunities we have to offer. 
 
Membership Survey Now 
On-line.   
If you haven’ t already, please take a 
moment to complete the on-line sur-
vey on the website home page.  It 
will only take 10-15 minutes of your 
time.  We appreciate your input.   
 
Calling for Mentor Volun-
teers. 
If you would like to help a new 
woodworker get started, why not 
volunteer to be a Mentor?  This 
would involve welcoming the new 
member, and serving as a telephone 
contact for that member for a year to 
either answer questions, or direct the 
member to the person who can best 
answer the question.  If you would 
like to be a Mentor, contact Teddy 
Chapman at 770-952-8578 or ted-
die_chapman@excite.com. 
 
Seeking Donations for 
Charity Auction.  
Any members wishing to donate 

(Continued on page 4) 

Breaking 
News 

Spencer Boyd makes water wheels at his shop in North Carolina 

Wheels Become Works Of Art 
how he has improved 
his own design over the 
years. 
        Mr. Boyd has wa-
ter wheels in a mu-
seum, in a 200-year old 
Canadian grain mill, on 
the side of a volcano in 
Hawaii, and outside 
Yosemi te National 
Park.  
        The guild’s meet-
ing will be Monday, 
August 11, at Southern 
Polytechnic in Mari-
etta.  Detailed direc-
tions are on the back 
page of this newsletter.  
The meeting will begin 

at 7:30 p.m., and will be preceded by 
a pre-meeting covering a basic 
woodworking topic.  The pre-
meeting gets underway at 6:30 p.m. 

A decorative water 
wheel built by Boyd 
makes a soothing gar-
den feature. 
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The Guild Board 

The Newsletter is published 
monthly and is free to all Guild 
members.  If you are interested in 
contributing an article or wish to 
place a want ad, please send it 
to: 
        Martha Holt, Editor 
        Woodworkers’ Guild of 
        Georgia Newsletter  
        1813 Danforth Drive 
         Marietta, GA  30062 
You may also e-mail articles and 
want ads to  
MarthaSHolt@earthlink.net. 
 
The Woodworkers’ Guild of Geor-
gia welcomes everyone who is 
interested in fine woodworking to 
join.  Annual membership fee is 
$35, which can be paid at the 
monthly meeting or mailed to: 
        Woodworkers’ Guild of  
        Georgia 
        P.O. Box 8006 
        Atlanta, GA  31106-0006 

Charles Mays 
770-512-7981 H 

President 

Arthur Herman 
770-363-3750 H 

Vice President 

Jim Dion 
770-962-6687 H 

Past President 

Michael Duckworth 
678-388-7210 H 

Treasurer 

Herman Clark 
706-635-5250 H 

Programs 
Main Meetings 

Kim Muthersbough 
770-973-0539 H 

Patron  
Sponsors 

 
Diane Nistler 
770-234-9385 H 

Newsletter 
Web Page 

Tom Wilkinson 
770-942-3132 H 

Woodworking 
Show 

Tom Risoli 
678-513-0887 H 

Symposium 
 

Arthur Herman 
770-363-3750 H 

Audiovisual  

David Buchsbaum 
770-454-7732 H 

Scholarship 

Teddie Chapman 
770-952-8578 H 

Programs 
Pre-Meetings 

 

President’s Notes 

Feedback Spurs New Programs 
By CHARLES MAYS 

         On the basis of the member feedback from our May meeting, your Board 
has decided to institute several programs. Some of these programs are new and 
some tried and true programs we had let go idle: 

····                         Resume Shop Tours–This is is a great way to meet other members 
and learn from their shop set-ups.  Volunteer to show your shop.  We 
would like to see a variety of all types of shops and shop solutions–
whether big or small or located in the garage or basement. Don’ t be 
bashful. Let us tour your shop. 

····                         Improve the Web Site–We are working with our Webmaster, Paul 
Rubin, to freshen up the Website to improve it and make it more “user 
friendly.”   Let us know if you have any suggestions or questions about 
the Website.  Also, Paul deserves our thanks for his tireless efforts 
over the years working both on and off the Board.  

····                         Implement a Mentor Program–We are very excited about this pro-
gram because we feel it will ultimately benefit both new and more ex-
perienced members who choose to participate.  Take the time to read 
the information in this month’s newsletter and get involved in this pro-
gram. 

····                         Develop Basic Woodworking Skills–We intend to use the pre-
meeting as a forum to help our members develop woodworking skills.  
Over the next year we hope to cover some of the basics of woodwork-
ing.  I am sure we can all learn something new. 

         Remember: Bring that project to the August meeting for Show and Tell.  
We hope to have a least some time each meeting to see what are members are 
doing.   
         Please get involved in your Guild, and most importantly, have a good 
time! 

By RICHARD TAYLOR 
         I have been a member of the 
Woodworkers’  Guild         of Geor-
gia since May 2002. I began wood-
working in 1949, progressing from 
the very basics to cabinets, Colonial 
furniture, and then finer furniture. 
After a trip to Williamsburg in 1956, 
and watching classic period furniture 
being made by hand, I was inspired 
to give that a try, using some power 
tools, of course.  
         After a few commissioned 
pieces and connections made in that 
endeavor, another business had 
opened up which consumed most of 
my time.  After retiring in 1991, 
more time was available for other 
things, travel, hobbies, family, etc. 
and I joined the Guild in 2002. 
         All this is to say that even with 

many years of experience, I felt I 
was a novice among fully accom-
plished experts the first few Guild 
meetings I attended, and was some-
what intimidated. As I continued to 
attend, I soon discovered a fraternity 
that was accepting to all skill levels 
and very willing to help and share 
their knowledge with others. 
        I wasted many years of skill 
development in learning by making 
my own mistakes and in not coming 
to the Guild earlier where help and 
various information is readily avail-
able. Please recognize that much ef-
fort by our all of us is needed to help 
visitors and new members feel fully 
accepted, comfortable, and eager to 
return. We can and do learn from 
each other. 

One Member’s Experience 
Woodworking Enhanced By Guild 
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‘Gentlemen’s Tool Chest’ A Thing Of Beauty 
By HERMAN CLARK 

        The July program was presented by Master 
Craftsman Ron Peyton, owner of The Dogwood 
Institute School of Fine Woodworking.  Ron car-
ried us through the development and building of 
his “Gentlemen’s Tool Chest,”  which won Best In 
Show honors at the 2008 Woodworking Show.   
        Ron started by giving us the background that 
led him to seek out a mentor (Paul Schurch of 
California) to aid him in his efforts. Paul instilled 
in Ron the drive to make his project the very best.  
Ron spent many hours designing and refining the 
project prior to the first cut.  Each detail was me-
ticulously worked out and developed utilizing full 
scale drawings.  
         Unfortunately, the full scale drawings were tragi-
cally lost in the fire that destroyed Ron’s home.  Ron 
utilized photos and parts of the chest to make his points 
about design and construction.  As he carried the pro-
ject from design to construction, Ron spent consider-
able time with Paul “putting the project together.”   Ron 
shipped the various elements of the project to Califor-
nia and traveled there himself to meet with Paul.  The 
project then had to be shipped back to Atlanta and re-
assembled. 
         Ron’s one-of-a-kind chest utilized virtually every 
aspect of fine woodworking from the dream to the final 
finish.  His craftsmanship with wood is evident in the 
award winning Gentleman’s Tool Chest.    

Opportunity Knocks When 
Redmond Brings Machinery  

        As was announced at the last meeting, the Interna-
tional Woodworking Fair will be held at the Georgia 
World Congress Center Aug. 20 -23.  That is the week 
that Atlanta will become the center of the woodworking 
universe, or at least North America.   
        One of our patron sponsors, Redmond Machinery, 
will be bringing several machines in for the exhibition, 
including Jet and Powermatic brands.  This machinery 
will be available for presale prior to IWF at less than 
show pricing.  If this opportunity is of interest, be sure 
you’ re enrolled for the Redmond newsletter mailing list 
and watch for an e-mail from Rich Jenkins @ Redmond 
a few weeks prior to IWF.  The e-mail will include a fi-
nalized list of the machinery and pricing that will be 
available on a first come basis.  Machines will have the 
full manufacturer’s warranty.  Enroll for Redmond’s 
newsletter at www.redmondmachinery.com.   
        For registration to IWF, go to www.iwfatlanta.com 

Ron Peyton shows the intricate dogwood inlay 

Show and Tell 
Ken Slaughter shows ambrosia maple pepper 
mills at the July pre-meeting.  Several members 
brought items to share, and some sought advice 
on how to correct problems encountered in their 
projects.  Keep them coming.  Not only do we 
love to see what you’ve been up to, but your work 
is a source of inspiration to other members. 
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By DONNA CLARK 
In Woodworking, as in Life, you must 
learn first how to crawl before you 
walk, walk before you can run…it is 
the process that counts! 
         Whenever one ventures outside 
her comfort zone into new territory, 
there are expectations, known as well 
as unknown.  My f irst ever 
woodworking class at Dogwood 
Institute, fundamental level one, was 
a great surprise.  We came away with 
something new — not just skills, but 
respect for those who take their love 
for teaching, sharing an art, to add 
passion with a touch of magic, so 
that you the student and they the 
teacher are drawn into a kinship that 
transcends age and gender.  Our 
instructors Jim Dion, Ron Peyton, 
and H aj use wer e car i ng, 
knowledgeable as well as attentive to 
each student’s skill level, desires, 
and goals. 
         They say when you get or start 
from the basics and build upon your 
ski l l s, your progress can be 
measured.  The course is a basic 
introduction of hand and power tools 
that are the backbone to building 
furniture and working with wood. 
         Day one covered the study of 
wood, its properties, and tools such 
chisels and planes. The instructors 
went over the steps necessary to 
sharpen, tune them as well as their 
uses. Greatest point learned: brand 
new tools right off the shelf are in no 
way ready for you to use.  
         They require a great deal of 
preparatory work and elbow grease. 
For example, a chisel needs to be 
flattened with 120 to 220 grit 
sandpaper as well as wet stones 1000 
grit to 6000 grit. Each step brings 
your chisel closer to the fine tuned 
tool it was always meant to be and 
that will make your work as well as 
your project feel and look very 
professional. 
         On the second day we were 
introduced to the planer. The steps 
taught not only helped us all to 
respect the fine art of sharpening but 
also the process that teaches you to 
become one with the tool. and its 

(Continued from page 1) 
items for a silent auction to benefit 
the Dream House for Medically 
Fragile Children should bring their 
donations to the August meeting.  
The auction will be held on Septem-
ber 6 at their annual Music on Main 
event.  For more information about 
this organization or the event, go to 
www.dreamhouseforkids.org. 
 
Guild members display 
work at Dunwoody Li-
brary. 
Members displaying work are: Teddy 
Chapman, Mike Duckworth, Ken 

Woodworking Class Teaches Basics, Respect For Craft 
parts.  Through the instruction we 
learned how our time and efforts pay 
off in the end.  The class was 
awesome as well as an enlightening 
experience that we will not soon 
forget and for some of us will 
continue to be shared with others, 
thus passing on the joy and 
knowledge for generations to come. 
         The staff took us all through the 
different stations a shop could have 
in order to make your woodworking 

a wonder f ul  and f ul f i l l i ng 
experience. 
        I end this article with a great 
deal of respect and gratitude to the 
Dogwood School of Fine Arts, its 
staff, its owners and our instructor 
Jim Dion.  I  would highly 
recommend this class to all persons 
who would like to learn about 
woodworking, its history, its tools 
and its great joy. Thank you to the 
Guild for providing me with this 
wonderful experience and gift.  

Slaughter, Karl Taylor and Diane 
Nistler.  We plan to provide addi-
tional opportunities in the future to 
display our work in the community. 
 
Start planning your 
Woodworking Show sub-
missions.   
Now is the time to start planning 
your submssions for the next Wood-
working Show in January.  Give 
yourself plenty of time to finish your 
projects.   

Guild members’ work is on display at the Dunwoody Library 

Breaking News 
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The following patrons of the Guild are all excellent suppliers of 
products and services in the local area.  They support the Guild 
by giving us money and allowing us to use their various facilities 
from time to time.   
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Upcoming Events 

Woodworkers’ Guild of Georgia 
P.O. Box 8006 
Atlanta, GA 31106-0006 
(404) 299-3972 
�

The Woodworkers’  Guild of Georgia meets the second Monday of 
most months at Southern Polytechnic University.  To reach 
Southern Polytechnic, take Interstate 75 north to exit 263, the 
south exit for Highway 120.  Turn west.  Go about 1 mile and 
turn left onto campus.  Drive around to the right, back side of 
campus.  The meetings are in Building N, which is the Architec-
ture Building at the back of the campus on Hornet Drive.  There 
are a couple of parking lots in the area and the meeting room is 
upstairs.  Pre-meetings begin at 6:30 p.m.; regular meetings start 
at 7:30 p.m.  

Monday, August 11 
Southern Polytechnic 

Pre-Meeting: Woodworking Basics 
Meeting: Spencer Boyd - Moving Works of Art 

 

August 20-23 
Georgia World Congress Center 

International Woodworking Fair 
www.IWFAtlanta.com 

 

Monday, September 8 
Southern Polytechnic 

Pre-Meeting: Woodworking Basics 
Meeting: Carolyn Mills - Upholstery 

 

October Saturday TBA 
Annual Event at Hardwoods, Inc. 

Welcome, New Members 
        Please welcome the following new members of 
the Woodworkers’  Guild of Georgia: 
 

For Sale: 
12” table saw, 220v, older Craftsman, good 
condition, clean, needs a good home.  Only 
$100. 
Harold Barton  404-634-3151 
 
For Sale: 
Sears 6-inch jointer with original owners manual 
and push blocks.  Bought new and used regu-
larly until retired for larger model.   Cast iron 
surfaces well maintained.  Three-knife cutter-
head.  Asking $150. 
Van Kile  770-565-8217 

Greyson Chappelle Columbus 

Ronald Grzelka Marietta 

Terry Doeringer Buford 

Scott Russell Atlanta 

Spencer Boyd Jefferson 

Kenneth F. Kline Acworth 

Candace Chapman Atlanta 


