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“ Dedicated to 
advancing the art and 
understanding of fine 
woodworking. . . .”  

       Newsletter  May 2008                                                          P.O. Box 8006, Atlanta, Georgia  31106-0006 

� � � � � � � ��

Your Guild at the Crossroads  
Dear Members: 
 
The May meeting at Southern Poly is going to be dedicated to listening to the members. As you have likely sensed, after more than a quarter of a century, the Guild needs to re-evaluate its direction. Should the Guild continue to exist at all? This is a very real question and something we wish for you to seriously consider. If the answer is yes, as we believe it overwhelmingly will be, then we must determine what is needed to make the Guild an organization that is of continuing value to you---the members.  

 
Your Board has arranged to bring in a professional facilitator, or meet-ing leader, to help organize your input. This is a very important meeting and we urge every member to attend. We want to hear all of your ideas on the future of the Guild.  Everything is on the table. Is Southern Poly the right meeting place? Are we doing enough charitable work? Are the monthly programs and pre-meetings something we should continue? Would you like more show-and-tell time? How about the symposium? Should we organize more hands-on learning opportunities? These are just a few of the possible topics on which we want your thoughts.  

With your input, we can chart the course of the Guild for the next 25 years.  Doing so requires dedication, satisfying work, vision, and most importantly, participation. We can begin on that last point with your participation at the May meeting. Monday, May 12 is the date, 6:30 is the time, Southern Poly is the place.  We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
WWGG Board 
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The Guild Board 

The Newsletter is published 
monthly and is free to all Guild 
members.  If you are interested in 
contributing an article or wish to 
place a want ad, please send it 
to: 
        Martha Holt, Editor 
        Woodworkers’ Guild of 
        Georgia Newsletter  
        1813 Danforth Drive 
         Marietta, GA  30062 
You may also e-mail articles and 
want ads to  
MarthaSHolt@earthlink.net. 
 
The Woodworkers’ Guild of Geor-
gia welcomes everyone who is 
interested in fine woodworking to 
join.  Annual membership fee is 
$35, which can be paid at the 
monthly meeting or mailed to: 
        Woodworkers’ Guild of  
        Georgia 
        P.O. Box 8006 
        Atlanta, GA  31106-0006 

Jim Dion 
770-962-6687  

President 

Jay Gorday 
770-986-0822 H 

Vice President 

John Ming 
770-704-9739 H 

Past President 

Paul Rubin 
770-643-3966 H 

Treasurer 

Dennis Moon 
770-682-5137 H 

Programs 
Regular Meetings 

James A. Wright 
770-973-4692 H 

Patron Sponsors 
 

Diane Nistler 
770-234-9385 H 

Newsletter 
Web Page 

Tom Wilkinson 
770-942-3132 H 

Woodworking 
Show 

Charles Mays 
770-512-7981 H 

Symposium 
 

Arthur Herman 
770-363-3750 H 

Audiovisual  

David Buchsbaum 
770-454-7732 H 

Scholarship 

 

President’s Notes 

Board Seeks New Direction 
By JIM DION 

        Traditionally, the May meeting has included the nomination 
of the board for the upcoming year, and it looks like this year we 
have an almost full slate of board members ready for nomination.  
As you know, the May business meeting is going to be a little dif-
ferent, maybe even special, as we embark on what hopefully will 
be a lively and meaningful discussion around the Guild’s future 
direction. One thing is for certain – your new board will need your 
input and support in order to keep the Guild thriving, and an inter-
esting organization to be a part of.  So please read the meeting an-
nouncement in this issue and make every effort to attend the meet-
ing.  See you then. 

2008-2009 Nominees 
President                     Charles Mays 
Vice President            Volunteer Needed 
Past President             Jim Dion 
Treasurer                    Michael Duckworth 
Programs                    Herman Clark 
Pre-Meetings               Ted Chapman 
Patron Sponsors          Kim Muthersbough 
Newsletter                  Diane Nistler 
Woodworking Show   Tom Wilkinson 
Symposium                 Volunteer Needed 
Audio Visual               Arthur Herman 
Scholarships               David Buchsbaum 

Members To Elect New Board 
        Members of the Woodworkers Guild of Georgia will elect a new 
board at the Guild’s annual business meeting on Monday, May  12, at 
Southern Polytechnic in Marietta.  Directions to the meeting site are on 
the back of this newsletter. 
        The proposed slate of officers is presented below.  Nominations 
may be made from the floor at the time of the meeting.  Note that a cou-
ple of positions are still open and consider volunteering to fill them. 

Turning Day Is June 7 
Join woodworkers from all over the metro area at the Dogwood Institute 
in Alpharetta for a day of learning and fun.  Also, bring any tools, wood 
or other items you no longer need or use to the tool swap and tailgate ex-
change.  This year there will also be several truck loads of hand and 
power tools for sale at exceptional prices.  BBQ and ice cream will be 
available.  Newcomers and non-members are welcome.  This is a free 
event. 
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Box Construction, Chip Carving Covered In April Meeting 
By DENNIS MOON 

The April meeting started off 
with a bang!  Mickey Hudspeth 
began by showing detailed draw-
ings of each stage of assembly of 
a jewelry chest.  There were de-
tailed slides for each step.  He 
then explained the jigs he created 
to make the sides, top and the 
curved doors.  
        This was a very clear expla-
nation of how to make the basic 
case, and then apply all the exter-
nal assemblies to the main case.  
Mickey then went into detail on 
how to make the shelf using 
dovetails, so the case can be as-
sembled and disassembled to 
make adjustments and for sand-
ing. (Very nice.)  
        He then explained how to 
cut the hinges into the side draw-
ers and top.  He uses a jig to get 
the angles and a chip carving 
knife for the hinge mortise.  
Mickey then explained in detail 
how to make the drawers, using 
sliding dove tails and a notch on 
each side so the length of travel 
of the extension can be set.  
         Mickey also showed drawings 
of box designs and talked about how 
to use a CAD program to create the 
drawings. The coolest thing was how 
to transfer patterns to the wood using 
mineral spirits and a photocopy 
placed face down on the wood.  By 
rubbing mineral sprits over the copy, 
the design is transferred to the wood. 
         Then to end the very detailed 
presentation, we watched some video 
on how to use a chip carving knife. 
Mickey showed several template 
boards for practicing cutting various 
shapes — the canoe, circle, ovals, 
straight lines, curved lines, stars and 
overlays.  
         He then presented another 
video on how to hold the board and 
how to turn the board, not the knife, 
while make the cuts.  If you were not 
there, you truly missed a very well-
planned and detailed presentation on 
box construction and chip carving. 

Mickey Hudspeth 
shows the door to a 
chip-carved jewelry 
box.  His presentation 
at the April meeting in-
cluded box construc-
tion as well as chip 
carving basics.  The 
close-ups below show 
Mickey applying a chip 
carving knife to intri-
cate patterns.  (Photos 
by Diane Nistler) 
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By HOWARD CUTTER 
         It’s a true delight to share my 
recollections of a recent creative get-
away, all thanks to my Guild scholar-
ship. What follows is an overview of 
the school, the woodturning studio, 
the instructors, and my project. 

School Overview 
         The John C. Campbell Folk 
School in Brasstown, N.C., offers a 
unique combination of rich history, 
beautiful mountain surroundings, and 
an atmosphere of living and learning 
together.  During my woodturning 
class in early April, there were 13 
other classes in session, ranging from 
Basketry to Woodworking.  Alto-
gether, 110 students and 18 instruc-
tors were in attendance, experiencing 
five full days and evenings of in-
struction and hands-on experience. 
         Comfortable, on-campus hous-
ing is an oasis from the daily stress 
of life – no room phones and no tele-
vision!  Delicious meals are served 
three times per day in the Dining 
Hall, and the family-style seating 
ensures you’ ll meet lots of new 
friends.  

Woodturning Studio 
         The new Willard Baxter Wood-
turning Studio is fully equipped with 
nine Powermatic 3520B lathes, two 
Oneway 1640 lathes, one Oneway 
1236 SD (Sit Down) lathe, ten Jet 
Mini Lathes, two large capacity band 
saws, turning tools galore, two eight 
inch bench grinders with Wolverine 
Grinding Jigs, a drill press, two JDS 
air filtration systems, individual, 
lockable  tool cabinets at each lathe, 
elevated student seating area for 
demonstrations, and separate men’s 
and women’s restrooms.  In addition, 
a new central vacuum system is be-
ing installed. 

Instructors 
         Popular psychology tends to 
make broad generalizations about 
certain functions such as logic and 
creativity as being located in either 
the right or the left side of the brain. 
My woodturning instructors, Phil 
Colson and Mark Sillay, created a 
perfect storm of left-brain and right-
brain coaching and counseling for 

one and all.   
         One instructor was likely to 
stress safety, emphasizing reduced 
belt tension, tool rest locating, fail-
safe bevels and wings on gouges and 
scrapers, and gouge control (pitch/
roll/yaw) with a dominant right hand 
anchored on the hip at the end of the 
handle, and the left hand relegated to 
downward pressure on the tool rest 
only.  
         The other instructor would oc-
casionally slouch toward aggressive 
end grain hollowing, followed by 
out-of-the box sculpting, carving, 
distressing, embossing, gi lding, 
burning, and so on, to produce a 
new, novel, and unique piece of 

Scholarship Offers Creative Getaway 

Howard Cutter rests his elbow on a cherry burl he turned at class 

wood art.  From a student’s perspec-
tive, it doesn’ t get any better than 
this.     

My Project 
        There were two large burl caps 
on a native cherry tree in my pasture. 
They had been on my mind for years. 
So when the tree came down and the 
caps were salvaged, the question was 
“How shall I proceed?”   
        Each cap was chain sawed to 
roughly 19 inches in diameter.  At 
that point, each cap weighed between 
40 and 50 pounds.  In the turning 
studio, as the wood revealed itself to 
the gouge, it was like Christmas 
every day.  The instructors showed 
me the way.  
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The following patrons of the Guild are all excellent suppliers of 
products and services in the local area.  They support the Guild 
by giving us money and allowing us to use their various facilities 
from time to time.   
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Upcoming Events 

Woodworkers’ Guild of Georgia 
P.O. Box 8006 
Atlanta, GA 31106-0006 
(404) 299-3972 
�

Welcome, New Member 
        Please welcome the following new member of 
the Woodworkers’  Guild of Georgia: 

Jonathon Sokol Suwanee 

The Woodworkers’  Guild of Georgia meets the second Monday 
of most months at Southern Polytechnic University.  To reach 
Southern Polytechnic, take Interstate 75 north to exit 263, the 
south exit for Highway 120.  Turn west.  Go about 1 mile and 
turn left onto campus.  Drive around to the right, back side of 
campus.  The meetings are in Building N, which is the Architec-
ture Building at the back of the campus on Hornet Drive.  There 
are a couple of parking lots in the area and the meeting room is 
upstairs.  Pre-meetings begin at 6:30 p.m.; regular meetings 
start at 7:30 p.m.  

 

Monday, May 12 
Southern Polytechnic 

Discussion of Guild’s Future Direction 
Annual Business Meeting and Election 

 
Saturday, June 7 

Dogwood Institute School Of Fine Woodworking 

Annual Turning Day 
Want Ads 

FOR SALE: RYOBI bandsaw/re-saw.  Has 13” 
throat and 3-1/2” blade.  Will take smaller 
blades.  Brand new/never used.  Model BS-
360NR.  $650/ OBO. Call Joe Neuwirth at 404-
259-7373. 
 
FOR SALE: Grizzley shaper( G1035) with mo-
bile base.  Brand new/never used.  $425 OBO. 
Call Joe Neuwirth at 404-259-7373. 


