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Chairmaker Delights, Informs 
2008 Symposium Attendees 

By CHARLES MAYS 
        The 2008 Woodworking Symposium headlined Jeff 
Miller, noted furniture designer, craftsman and author of 
several books on furniture making and design.  The topic 
of this year’s symposium, held at the Hilton Atlanta 
Northeast last month, was Chairmaking and Design.  Mr. 
Miller, author of Chairmaking and Design published by 
Linden Press, guided attendees at the event through the 
process of selecting a design and employing the construc-
tion techniques necessary to complete the sometimes 
very difficult task of building a chair. 
        Jeff explained the many important considerations 
such as comfort, structure, appearance and dimensions 
which should be taken into account during the design 
process of a chairmaking project.  Jeff stressed the im-
portance of having a clear design in mind before begin-
ning construction.  He discussed and demonstrated some 
very useful and simple means of making mockups and 
building prototypes. 
        Jeff provided the attendees with some helpful strate-
gies for building a chair.  The construction of a chair 
quite often involves some complex geometry because of 
angles and curves usually present in the design.  Jeff ex-
plained these problems and supplied useful woodworking 
techniques for dealing with these.   
         Helpful tips for the construction of angled mortises and 
tenons, which can be quite tricky, were illustrated in detail.  
Jeff covered such considerations as the dimensions and place-
ment of tenons for maximum structural integrity.  He demon-
strated these techniques through the use of sample cuts on the 
machinery at the symposium and the use of a fully constructed 
yet disassembled sample chair frame he brought from his shop. 
Finally, assembly and glue up were explained and demon-
strated. 
         Although attendance this year at the Symposium was 
light, based on our post-program surveys, those who attended 
said they enjoyed and benefited from Jeff’s presentation.  

Jewelry Chest Construction 
Topic Of April Guild Meeting 

By DENNIS MOON 
         Mickey Hudspeth will walk through the construc-
tion of his jewelry chest that earned a Blue Ribbon at 
the last Show and Tell.  That talk will come at the April 
meeting of the Woodworkers’  Guild of Georgia on 
Monday, April 14, at Southern Polytechnic State Uni-
versity.   
         Along with a discussion on design, he will have 
the jigs on hand that were used to make the curved 
doors.  In a PowerPoint presentation, you will see his 
drawings as well as photos of the jewelry box at various 
stages of construction.   
          Mickey will also discuss how to make drawer extension 
slides, showing drawings and photos, along with actual sam-
ple drawer slides and the jigs needed to make the pieces.  
Lastly, there will be a PowerPoint presentation on chip carv-
ing, as well as an actual demonstration on how to hold the 
knife and how to cut out chips using the close-up camera and 
projection screen. 

Chairmaker Jeff Miller makes cut on a bandsaw 
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Board Needs New Volunteers 
By JIM  DION 

         I hope all who attended the Spring Symposium enjoyed Jeff Miller’s pres-
entation.  Jeff is obviously a very talented and accomplished furniture maker 
and an example of the caliber of presenter the Guild has been striving to bring 
in for our educational events.  
         Now, on to more serious business.  The turnout for the Symposium was 
by far the lowest ever – approximately 40 people attended.  This seems to be 
symptomatic of a declining interest in the Guild in general.  Attendance at regu-
lar meetings is down, the entries in the January Woodworking Show, and last 
year’s show and tell were way off, and this year for the first time I am aware of, 
we have so far been unable to come up with a slate of Board nominees for the 
upcoming year.  Those who have been coming to the meetings have heard my 
pleas for volunteers.  In all fairness, three members have stepped forward and 
their doing so is greatly appreciated.   
         But if we cannot seat a full board we will be faced with a tough decision 
regarding the future of the Woodworkers Guild of Georgia.  Many members 
have served on the board during past years, many of them for several years. At 
the same time, there are many more long term members who have not been 
willing to do so. So, once again, your help is needed to keep the Guild thriving. 
If you would like to serve on the board during the next year please drop me an 
e-mail or give me a call.  Thanks! 

By STAN SHUFORD 
         I recently attended the “Build A 
Guitar”  class at Woodcraft in Ros-
well.  The instructor was a familiar 
face at Woodcraft, Robert Stebbins.  
I would consider Robert an expert on 
musicians and their guitars and he 
did an excellent job of coaching us 
through the process. There is a fin-
ished guitar on display at Woodcraft 
if you would like to see the class pro-
ject.  
         The class fee was $600.  After 
the five long evening classes in Feb-
ruary, I had a guitar which only 
needed some detail work, sanding 
and a finish of my choice. 
         My goal for this class was to 
learn the bracing, tone adjustment 
techniques and other knowledge and 
building skills that are unique to a 
guitar.  I am an experienced dulcimer 
builder and plan to add guitar build-
ing to my hobby.  I found that many 
of my dulcimer luthier skills will 
transfer to the guitar.  We were intro-
duced to specialized guitar luthier 
tools, clamps and hardware which 
will help feed my tool collecting 
habit.  
         The building process started 

with forming and fitting all the inte-
rior parts of the guitar body. Then 
the body was glued together and the 
top and bottom were trimmed flush 
to the sides.   
        Next we routed the slots and 
glued the binding and purfling. 
Forming the neck and fitting it to the 
body was a lengthy process as was 
the fingerboard installation over the 
truss rod. The rosewood fingerboard 
was sanded to a radius and the frets 
installed after sanding to 2000 grit 
and installing the abalone decora-
tions and fret markers. There are a 
lot of other parts to a guitar such as 
the nut, bridge, tuners and strings. 
Each part was fitted and installed 
under Robert’s watchful eye. 
        The class was limited to four 
participants which allowed Robert to 
give us considerable individual atten-
tion while a variety of guitar music 
was playing in the background. He 
made the class fun and interesting 
which made the time fly.   
        If you haven’ t taken any of the 
local classes offered in our area, I 
recommend that you give it a try.  
You’ ll be surprised what you can 
learn and you’ ll have fun doing it. 

Scholarship Class Yields New Guitar 
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The following patrons of the Guild are all excellent suppliers of 
products and services in the local area.  They support the Guild 
by giving us money and allowing us to use their various facilities 
from time to time.   
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Upcoming Events 

Woodworkers’ Guild of Georgia 
P.O. Box 8006 
Atlanta, GA 31106-0006 
(404) 299-3972 
�

Welcome, New Member 
        Please welcome the following new member of 
the Woodworkers’  Guild of Georgia: 

Joseph Neuwirth Gainesville 

The Woodworkers’  Guild of Georgia meets the second Monday 
of most months at Southern Polytechnic University.  To reach 
Southern Polytechnic, take Interstate 75 north to exit 263, the 
south exit for Highway 120.  Turn west.  Go about 1 mile and 
turn left onto campus.  Drive around to the right, back side of 
campus.  The meetings are in Building N, which is the Architec-
ture Building at the back of the campus on Hornet Drive.  There 
are a couple of parking lots in the area and the meeting room is 
upstairs.  Pre-meetings begin at 6:30 p.m.; regular meetings 
start at 7:30 p.m.  

 

Monday, April 14 
Southern Polytechnic 

Mickey Hudspeth on Jewelry Box  
Construction/Chip Carving 

 
Monday, May 12 
Southern Polytechnic 

Annual Business Meeting 
Router Jig Demonstration 

 
Saturday, June 7 

Dogwood Institute School Of Fine Woodworking 
Annual Turning Day 

For Sale 
For Sale: Dust collector, 2.5 HP, 220 volt, 1500 
cfm.  New $345.  Price $250. 
Call Ken Slaughter at 770-345-2540 
 
For Sale: Power Glide 14 volt cordless drill/
flashlight/ bits/ charger/ case,  Used little.  $25. 
Porter Cable 12 volt cordless drill/ case/ 
charger.  Three batteries, one new still in pack-
aging/  $50. 
Grizzly 8 inch grinder-buffer.  1/2 HP, like new.  
$40. 
Craftsman molding set with 21 heads.  Brand 
new.  $40. 
Call Nell Rodgers at 404-371-8833. 


